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  “I thought I was destined
to be on the streets and addicted,
       and I was programmed to think 
that was a good life.”

“Project Renewal’s a very good place.
        They give you that tough love that you need.”

“Project Renewal saved my life.”

     “I look at where I was and
then where I am today.
     It’s because of Project Renewal.”

“That’s what I tell the Culinary Arts
         students graduating today:
    “I’m just like you. I’m always going to be
           an ex-addict. I’m from the same place
  as all of you. But you’ve gotta start
       from the bottom and work your way up.” 

  “Not a lot of programs accept you for where 
you’re at. Where I was at was homeless
     and struggling. Project Renewal picked me 
up straight out of jail.”

     “Project Renewal helped me to get educational 
benefits. I’m proud to say that I completed
    my whole medical assistant course while I was
  living in the shelter. And I just found out
        that I’ve been approved for an apartment! 



A Message from our President and Board Chair

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your support! You have opened doors for thousands of homeless New Yorkers 
in the past year looking for a way out of homelessness. We are proud to share some of the 
success stories you have made possible in this report.

2008 Achievements in our three core mission areas:

health

Our healthcare clinics saw 5,000 patients in the past year providing everything from flu shots, 
HIV testing and treatment, diabetes management, dental care, to breast health exams and 
tuberculosis screening. A recent award from the Health & Human Services will increase 
staff and clinic hours at three shelter-based clinics. Nurse Practitioners and Licensed  
Practical Nurses will see more patients at hours convenient to our clients, while new Patient 
Navigators will coordinate health care needs, ensuring that patients are able to stick to 

treatment and receive follow-up and specialty care.  

This past year also marked the first complete year of operations for our radiology clinic,  
the ScanVan. We were fortunate to merge with Women’s Outreach Network which has 
been dedicated to delivering mobile mammography services to underserved women since 
1987. Our expanded practice will serve over 5,000 women in the coming year, helping poor 

and homeless women make early detection a part of their breast health routine.

homes

The end to homelessness is a home. For men and women still in addiction, we give them 
their own apartment and the promise that if they work with us to help themselves, they can 
stay until they are well and ready to move on. For men and women in recovery, we offer 
apartments with the supportive services needed to stay housed. In the past year alone, we 
added 92 apartments to our roster of scatter-site housing. There are now 800 men and 

women living in apartments owned or managed by Project Renewal.

jobs

Jobs provide not only a steady income but also a sense of purpose and self-esteem critical 
to sustaining recovery. In the past year, our Next Step Employment Program worked with 
1,500 men and women in job training, placement, and support. Counselors made 332  
placements in jobs in food service, maintenance and construction, customer service, and 
social services. Given the barriers our clients face in finding jobs and the tough economic 
climate, this is a tremendous achievement. 

Ed Geffner					M     ary Lynn Putney
President & CEO					    Board Chair





I had a nice childhood. There were ten of us kids. My dad made us but he didn’t want to stay 

with us.  But he always came around when we were young. He’d bring candy and cookies, and 

everyone would be so happy to see him. 

When I was 16, my mother died. That’s when things started going downhill. One of my older 

brothers took in the younger kids. I dropped out of high school and wanted to have a baby.  But 

when I was 8 months pregnant, my brother who’d been taking care of us, died.  

I moved out on my own and my younger brothers came with me.  I had jobs here and there in 

factories or doing construction. That’s when I started hanging out with the wrong crowd. They all 

smoked marijuana and then started snorting cocaine and cooking crack and I wanted to try it, too. 

I was addicted for 15 years.

My son went to live with my sister.  I went to jail three times for selling drugs.  But the last time I 

went in, I knew I wanted to stop getting high and get help. They put me in a program to get off 

drugs.  After I finished my time, I went into another program and lived in a shelter there. I used 

to cook all the time and bake cakes so the Culinary Arts Training Program at Project Renewal 

sounded good to me. 

Project Renewal helped me a lot. They did random urine 

tests and if you’re positive, they take you to counseling. I 

loved it. It’s like, if you’re trying to help somebody, it’s not 

going to work if they don’t help themselves. 

Barbara Hughes, the director, is a very good woman.  

Being around a woman like her— that’s what makes you 

want to do what you need to do.  

After the program, Ron Johnson helped me get an 

interview for an internship. Project Renewal showed me 

how to interview, prepare a resume and how to present 

myself during the interview. 

I graduated from the Culinary Arts Training Program in 

April of 1997. Within a week I was hired by Flik Interna-

tional. I’ve been there over ten years and in 2007 I was 

chosen as Employee of the Year for my region and was 

sent to Disney World.  It was wonderful.

What I went through— I can sit here today and talk 

about it because of Project Renewal. I look at where I 

was and then where I am today. I still talk to my broth-

ers and sisters.  And I’m so proud of my son. He could’ve 

gone down the same road as me but he didn’t. You gotta 

crawl before you walk. I’m still going up that ladder. 

That’s what I tell the Culinary Arts students graduating 

today: “I’m just like you. I’m always going to be an ex-ad-

dict.  I’m from the same place as all of you. But you’ve 

gotta start from the bottom and work your way up.” 

Working Her Way Up Donna Armstead

NEXT STEP 
EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

is a fully-integrated progression of services to 
help clients prepare for, find and keep jobs, and 
advance in competitive employment. Our clients 
face many barriers in finding jobs that may 
include little or no work history, no references, 
criminal records, cognitive impairment from 
years of drug use; or lack of education.

Last year:

Over 1,500 formerly homeless clients were 
active in Next Step taking classes in literacy, 
computer skills, and GED prep, completing 
resumes, attending communications and 
money management workshops, or meeting 
with employment specialists.

65 students graduated from the Culinary 
 Arts Training Program after a 6-month 
classroom and internship course, and 78% 
found jobs in corporate and non-profit  
institutional kitchens.

Job counselors made 332 job placements  
in competitive jobs in food service,  
maintenance, customer service, construction, 
and social services.

•

•

•



My name is Glenn Piper and I was homeless for 25 years. It all started when I 

was a musician in Philadelphia. The bass player in one of my bands introduced 

us to cocaine. We got so used to it that we didn’t want to perform, rehearse 

or go home without the drugs. The band wound up breaking up because 

drugs destroy everything. To provide for my drugs I became a trash digger. 

One night in 2005, I was going through the trash wearing only a T-shirt and  

a pair of pants because I sold everything I found. It had just finished raining.  

I was freezing, hungry and sleepy, and it hit me: I don’t want to do this anymore! 

I left my shopping cart with everything I found right there and went to the 

shelter. I took my first shower in 14 days. The next morning came and I said, 

“I’m feeling the vibe to go out there and use, what am I going to do today?” 

Something said, get out of Philadelphia so you won’t be tempted. I bought a 

one-way ticket to New York.

After 30 days at Atlantic shelter, I was sent over to Project Renewal. That’s 

when everything started to change in my life. It was the best thing that ever 

happened to me. 

Doing the Right Thing: Glenn Piper
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Project Renewal’s staff is awesome. If they see you’re 

doing the right thing, they really work with you. The staff 

treated me like a human being. They called me Mr. Piper!  

They never were afraid to touch me or shake my hand. 

Some people want to put gloves on when they touch 

you if you’re homeless. They never looked at me like that, 

never looked at me like a crackhead.

So I was compliant with what they told me. I volunteered; 

I worked. Whatever they asked of me, I did. They showed 

me so much love, and that made me want to do right. I 

wanted them to see me like I really am. I learned a lot of 

responsibility there.  Within three months my caseworker 

said, I think we can get you housing, and after two more 

weeks I got my keys and signed a lease! I said thank you 

lord, and promised I would be worthy of this chance. 

After all these years, I never thought anybody would be 

able to help. I thought I was destined to be on the streets 

and addicted, and I was programmed to think that was 

a good life. Sometimes I look out of my window and see 

homeless people outside, getting high. I see them and 

think, that was me. The disrespect and everything that 

comes with it: I never want to go that way again. My family 

was always worried that I was going to die. 

I realize now that before I didn’t love myself. If you love 

yourself, you’re don’t hurt yourself like that. And I love 

myself to death now! All I try to do is help people now. 

Every Monday and Friday my drummer and I donate our 

time for at least three hours in the basement at Third 

Street Shelter. We go down there and teach the guys 

how to play music. We play music with them and give 

them the encouragement they need.

Ever since I started doing the right thing in my life, I see 

a blessing every day.  I never thought I’d be clean for two 

years, not me! I’m happy today; I have my family back 

in my life. A church gave me a piano for playing with 

their young people’s choir. I’m playing shows, playing 

in a band, and I’ve written 40 or 50 songs. Recently I 

played with some members of Dizzy Gillespie’s old band! 

I started accumulating some equipment and I’m working 

towards a recording contract. I’m having the time of my 

life, yes I am.

 

Our Shelters PreparE 
Men and Women to Move 
into Their Own Homes

The men and women who enter the doors of 
Project Renewal’s shelters cope with complex 
problems ranging from mental illness to 
addiction to serious health issues.  That’s 
why we offer more than just a place to stay.  
Recovery means attending to all of our 
clients’ health and emotional issues.  We offer 
comprehensive health, support, housing and 
employment services so clients are prepared 
for success.

When clients enter our shelters

•

•

•

•

They have been homeless (on the streets or 
in shelters) for a year or more.

Over 75% suffer from mental illness,  
substance abuse or both.

Over 60% have medical problems including 
diabetes, hypertension, Hepatitis, etc.

Over 90% have histories of arrest or  
incarceration.

More than half do not have a high school 
diploma or GED.	

Our 3rd Street building started as a 
detox program for 24 men in 1967. It 
now houses a primary care clinic, two 
detox programs, a treatment shelter, 
an outpatient addiction counseling 
clinic, the Culinary Arts Training 
Program, and Comfort Foods catering 
business.  

•
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My name is James Fatal.  I’m 35 years old, and I’ve had a somewhat rocky life.  

Since I was a kid I had an anger problem. Back in 2002, I was in this anger 

management program and I got into a fight. The next thing you know, I was 

sentenced to two years. But I was thankful, because at that point, I figured 

that I didn’t want to be back and forth in courtrooms and hospitals.

I decided that I wanted to do something with my life. At the time I was  

homeless, and during the last 30 days of my incarceration I was struggling  

to find a place to live. Project Renewal used to come up to the jail and do 

counseling sessions with us. I joined the Parole Support and Treatment  

Program, which made a huge difference because, one, they provided me with 

a place to stay while I was on parole, and two, I got group counseling for  

substance abuse, and one-on-one counseling for my depression. I’m thankful 

for Project Renewal because I was finally able to address my health— medical 

and mental— and my housing situation, all at once. 

My biggest obstacle was dealing with my childhood, which created a lot of 

hurt and a lot of pain that played itself out in anger and substance abuse. It 

plagued me through all my life. It wasn’t so much the drug use, but coming to 

grips with the fact that I had a mental illness. Originally I’m from the Caribbean, 

and that’s not something you hear about. In my culture, if something is wrong 

with you, it’s the devil, or someone put a curse on you. It was tough to admit 

that I was bi-polar. I didn’t want that label.

But I went to the groups, and my life continued taking a turn for the better. I 

enrolled in the Highway to Heart program, and I have been working as a Peer 

Specialist at a homeless agency for almost three years.  I have dreams for the 

future. I’m working towards becoming a Certified Alcohol Substance Abuse 

Counselor.  I plan on going back to school and getting my masters in Social 

Service.  Now I really enjoy what I do. At the same time I’m helping somebody, 

I’m helping myself to grow and nourishing my soul to become a better person.

I owe a lot of this to Project Renewal and 

the Parole Support and Treatment Program. 

Not a lot of programs accept you for where 

you’re at. Where I was at was homeless and 

struggling. Project Renewal picked me up 

straight out of jail. A lot of times people 

coming out of jail don’t have a place to go or 

they don’t have support in place, so they end 

up right back in jail.

I remember a friend of mine said, how can 

you send someone to school on an empty 

stomach? That’s how I look at life. If we want 

to end homelessness in America, we have to 

end it with housing, jobs, and better health 

care. We can’t expect people to do better 

when they don’t have some kind of foundation 

or somewhere to start. And that’s what I’ll 

always be grateful to Project Renewal for 

giving me. 

dreams for the future: James Fatal

MENTAL HEALTH 
TREATMENT

The Parole Support and Treatment Program 
help mentally ill men and women successfully 
transition from prison to a productive life in 
the community. Clients move into apartments 
where they receive intensive support from a 
multidisciplinary team to help them manage 
their mental illness, maintain sobriety and 
good health, and learn daily living skills.
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My name is Richard and I’m 36 years old. I’m Puerto Rican American, born in 

Brooklyn, New York. I began selling drugs when I was 16 years old and eventually, 

I got into using the stuff. In the beginning it was social; I later realized that it 

became a very horrible habit. My friend Eddie and I used to always go places 

and do things, but after awhile all we did was stay in to get high. It started 

with smoking marijuana, then cocaine, then finally heroin and crack. I didn’t 

do any of the things I used to do before; I didn’t do anything.

What really started me on the road to sobriety was my mom’s death in 2003. 

This is a woman who worked her whole life for her kids.  I lived with the guilt 

that I led her to getting cancer for all the suffering I caused.  Now I know that 

it really wasn’t me, it was my addiction that was controlling me.  Then my 

Starting a Career: Richard Vasquez
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friend Eddie passed away, too, and I realized I had to 

start changing myself. 

In 2007 I joined the methadone maintenance program at 

Kenton Hall and moved into the shelter at Third Street.  

My counselor asked me what I would like to do and I told 

her I would like to become a Medical Assistant. When 

I saw my mom on her deathbed, one of the last things 

I promised her was that I was going to do something 

medical, because it really opened up my eyes to how 

much care sick people need. Project Renewal helped me 

to get educational benefits. I’m proud to say that I  

completed my whole medical assistant course while I 

was living in the shelter. And I just found out that I’ve 

been approved for an apartment!

Project Renewal’s a very good place. They give you that 

tough love that you need. I came in here with an attitude, 

demanding everything. As addicts we want instant  

gratification, but it just doesn’t work like that. You learn 

that there are consequences. I have support here, and 

great counselors. Once you’re on the right road you 

notice how much they nourish us, give us advice, and are 

on our sides. They give you plenty of opportunities and 

real tactics to succeed. The people at Project Renewal 

don’t just push you aside, they work with you. 

I can’t believe how far I’ve come. I can’t wait to start my 

Medical Assistant internship. I was told if I do well, they 

will hire me and I’m really looking forward to that. I want 

to go all the way to becoming a registered nurse.

It’s a good feeling to know that I have opportunities. We 

as addicts are used to thinking, oh we have to live like 

this. No we don’t. We can live like anybody else. Thanks 

to Project Renewal, I am starting my career, I have an 

apartment, and I feel good. To tell you the truth, I’m just 

getting started.

ADDITION TREATMENT 
IS OUR CORE FOCUS 

Forty years ago, we set out to prove people 
could ‘detox’— endure the often dangerous 
symptoms of withdrawal from alcohol—  
without going into the hospital. Today, our 
range of programs help people with every 
type of chemical addiction; we meet people 
where they ARE and help them move forward.

Because the right help means different things 
for different clients, Project Renewal has 
developed programs ranging from residential 
programs to inpatient counseling to  
methadone maintenance.   

Last year:

•

• Over 75% of our clients suffer from mental 
illness, substance abuse or both.

Substance abuse, alcohol use and mental 
illness account for 69% of hospitalizations 
among homeless adults, compared with 10% 
among non-homeless adults.

•

• Our detox programs helped 2,250 patients, 
with an average stay of 10 days.

Our Outpatient Clinic supported 316  
men and women in addiction recovery with  
individual and group therapy.

We helped 125 men and women live in their 
own apartments while still struggling with 
addiction.  After being shut out of other 
programs that require 90 days of sobriety, 
our In Homes Now program removes that 
barrier to recovery.

•

In Homes Now resident gains a new outlook on 
life with the keys to his own apartment.



I was born in Panama. My father was dark and my mother was white. My 

mother told me when I was six that I was a mistake, that I shouldn’t have 

been born, and I really believed it. My mother and father fought, and I would 

corral my three younger siblings into a safe part of the house and let them 

know it was going to be all right. We came to the United States when I was 8 

years old. Kids beat on me and called me names because my father was dark.  

I didn’t have any friends. 

When I was a kid, I would watch my brother and sisters while they were 

swimming and one day my sister drowned. Then my parents got divorced.   

Not only did I feel like I was responsible for leaving my sister alone, I felt like I 

broke up the family. I turned to alcohol and never looked back. I was twelve.  

By the time I was 14 my mother was beating me so badly I ended up in 

the hospital twice.  My father said I couldn’t live with him.  So at 14 I hit the 

streets and decided never to trust anybody ever again. I had the shakes from 

alcohol at 15 years old. I was in juvenile detention constantly. At 17 I was  

hospitalized for mental problems. And at 18 I went to jail for a year.  

Learning how to live again, clean:

Keith Smith



ADDICTION TREATMENT: 
RECOVERY AND WORK

Renewal House and Renewal Farm combine 
work with recovery to create good work 
habits, help men re-enter the workforce and 
create a sense of purpose.  Renewal House is 
a residential recovery program in Brooklyn 
where clients spend a year in intensive  
counseling while working at the Times Square 
Alliance (BID).  Renewal Farm combines 
counseling with work on an organic farm in 
Garrison, NY.  Both programs help men find 
jobs and housing after graduation.

Years later, I ended up in New York. I wanted to die. I also found out that I had 

major depression and PTSD, which means that I live all my childhood events 

over and over. I lived under a bridge for a year before an outreach program 

picked me up.  

They introduced me to Narcotics Anonymous, and people were talking about 

not using drugs. I couldn’t imagine that. The people welcomed me, but at 

the same time I didn’t want to let them in. By not talking about how I felt, I 

relapsed and I ended up back under the bridge. I was a beggar. I stunk so bad 

the police wouldn’t deal with me. I didn’t think I was good enough for a soup 

kitchen or a public bathroom. My ex-girlfriend saw me and at that point I  

realized I had a major problem with drugs. Now I understood why people 

didn’t want to use. Because every time I used, I ended up in the mud.

So I went to detox and then Bedford Atlantic shelter. Everyone was using in 

there, fights were breaking out. I couldn’t stay clean there. I told my counselor  

I had heard about Renewal House, and wanted to try it.  

I got to Renewal House and they told me, you have to work at the BID at 

Times Square. I had no problem with that. I had always worked. Unfortunately, 

welfare had deemed me mentally incapable of having a job. But I was still  

allowed to stay at Renewal House. They gave me intensive outpatient treatment. 

They also gave me kitchen duty by myself, which is actually a three-man job. 

On top of that, I did every group in the house. And I started taking on extra 

duties. Everyone else was working and I felt like they were better than me. 

But I stayed and I talked about it in groups. 

Four months into my recovery I found out that I had cancer. My interpretation 

of cancer was death. I stopped in front of the liquor store and thought about it 

for a long time, but something in the back of my head said don’t use, no matter 

what. I went back to Renewal House and they made sure I was all right.  

I researched my disease and found out I had 

a shot. I also found out some other people in 

the groups had had cancer and had gotten 

through it. I said if they can do it, I can do it.  

I’ll never forget hearing, Keith you’re going to 

be all right. That’s what I said to my siblings, 

but I had never heard those words said to 

me. Now that I have, I want to stay. Because I 

finally feel like I have a place.

I recently went to my father’s funeral.  I haven’t 

seen my family for 30-something years. At the 

funeral my mother said, I didn’t mean to be so 

angry, I’m sorry I hurt you. And I realized, maybe 

I should forgive her. Those are the benefits of 

me staying clean.  I’ve gotten through the  

cancer, so far.  I’ve got my family back in my 

life.  I’m learning how to live again, clean.
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Our Mission

WHAT WE BELIEVE  Home is a fundamental human right. As 
long as men and women in New York City become homeless because 
of mental illness or substance abuse, Project Renewal will be there 
to help. 

WHAT WE DO  Project Renewal’s mission is to end homelessness 
inNew York City by providing homeless people all of the services 
they need to get off the street and attain health, homes, and jobs. 

HOW WE DO IT  Project Renewal is the only organization in 
New York and one of very few in the nation that provides 
everything homeless people need to move from the streets 
to independent living in the community—all under one  
organizational roof. 

Our comprehensive progression of services begins on the street 
where our mobile psychiatric and medical outreach teams reach 
out to homeless people where they are struggling to survive.  

Once connected, we then help them move into treatment where 
our clients recover their health and learn to manage their mental 
illness or achieve sobriety. 

From there, we help them prepare for, find, and keep  jobs, provid-
ing both a means of support and renewed self-esteem. 

Housing—which we build and manage—is the last element in 
this progression, completing our clients’ return to a self-sufficient 

life in the community. 

2008 sTATISTICS
Providing everything homeless people need to 
move from the streets to health, homes and jobs.

HEALTHCARE
5,513 patients seen in 19,038 visits at our primary 
care clinics, mobile clinics, dental clinic, medical 
detox, and HIV support services 

Addiction Treatment
2,250 clients admitted to detox 

3,540 contacts through shelter outreach team with 
638 referrals to treatment

555 clients in long-term addiction treatment

MENTAL HEALTHCARE
2,010 men and women treated for mental illness 
and provided with on-going support

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
515 men and women moved from our shelters to 
their own homes, and nearly 85% remained in  
housing after six months, a significant achievement 
for our clients

678 studio apartments owned or managed by  
Project Renewal

EMPLOYMENT
1,500 men and women active in employment services

332 job placements with 81% retention after 6 months 
(nationwide average for similar programs is 50% 
after 6 months)
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Our Financials
Statement of Activities

Year ended June 30, 2008

Public support and revenue
             Contributions					             $1,554,572

             Special events					                  785,753

             Grants and third-party revenue			            35,270,869

             Management fee income				                   25,550

             Rental income					                 1,624,491

             Miscellaneous income				                    146,411

             Interest and dividend income				       12,423

             Net realized and unrealized gains on investments        	     2,632

             Total Public Support and Revenue	   	       $39,417,437

Expenses
             Program services:					            

             Outreach					                  920,026

             Treatment and transitional housing		           21,848,348

             Medical Services					               2,723,930

             Employment services				                3,274,153

             Permanent housing				                 4,101,136

             Total Program Services		                   	      $32,867,593       

      	 Supporting Services:					            

 	M anagement and General			              4,930,166

             	Fundraising					                  680,979

             	Total Supporting Services				             $5,611,145

             Total Expenses				                      $38,478,438

Change in net assets				                           $938,699

             Net assets, beginning of year			                       266

             Net assets, end of year			                              938,965

2008

Financial information is derived from our audited financial statements.

Grants and  
Third party  

Revenue
89%

Contributed Income
6%

Rental Income/Other
5%

Management
15%

Programs
85%
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continued

One Challenge

36  Solutions!
Our one challenge is to end homelessness in New York City. With a budget of $40 million and a 

staff of 600, we reach 10,000 homeless New Yorkers each year. Since 1967, we have developed 

innovative programs that help men and women leave the streets and renew their lives.

EIGHT HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS

Third Street primary care medical clinic

New Providence primary care medical clinic

Fort Wasington primary care medical clinic

MedVan mobile medical clinic provides care on the streets, in shelters and drop-in centers. 

StreetSmart mobile medical clinic for homeless youth ages 15–25 delivers healthcare and 
mental health counseling at street-side locations where young people gather.

ScanVan mobile radiology clinic provides both mammograms for breast health screening and 
chest x-rays for tuberculosis screening. 

Dental Clinic provides oral health care from preventive care to emergency treatment to 
dentures and implants.  

HIV Support Services provide medical care including testing, counseling and treatment to 
homeless men and women living with HIV/AIDS.  

	

EIGHT ADDICTION TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Chemical Dependency Crisis Center helps clients detoxify without the use of medication and 
begin long-term recovery.

The Detox is a non-hospital medical detox clinic with immediate care and counseling for long-
term treatment.

Shelter Assessment and Referral Project (SHARP) works in shelters and drop-in centers to help 
active drug addicts and alcoholics enter treatment.  

Outpatient Treatment Clinic provides one-on-one and group counseling to help clients rebuild 
their lives without drugs and alcohol.

Third Street Shelter helps 170 men work toward health, sobriety, housing and jobs.  

Kenton Hall is home to 100 men on methadone maintenance who receive comprehensive 
health, support, and housing services.

Renewal House is a residential recovery program in Brooklyn where 24 men receive counseling 
and acquire job skills working for the Times Square Alliance. 

Renewal Farm in Garrison, NY, helps 24 men in recovery by combining counseling with work on 
an organic farm. After graduation, men find jobs and housing.

	

SIX MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Mobile Psychiatric Ooutreach Team works as a mobile psychiatric clinic serving clients in shelters 
and drop-in centers. 

Safe Haven is a respite center where we offer mentally-ill men and women a place to sleep, eat, 
and shower.  

Parole Support and Treatent Program helps 50 mentally-ill men and women leaving prison 
transition to life in the community. We place clients in their own apartments where they receive 
intensive support from a multi-disciplinary team. 

New Providence Womens Shelter on East 45th Street helps 130 women overcome substance 
abuse problems and/or cope with mental illness. 

Fort Washington Mens Shelter on West 168th Street provides transitional housing to 200 mentally-
ill men coping with substance abuse.  We help residents prepare for and find housing.

Clinton Residence on 48th Street provides supportive housing to 57 men and women and offers 
psychiatric and medical care, case management and employment assistance to help clients 
move on to more independent living.  
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FIVE SUPPORTIVE HOUSING SOLUTIONS

Holland House on West 42nd Street is home to 307 formerly homeless or low-income individuals. 

St. Nicholas House in Harlem provides housing to 94 formerly homeless and low-income residents.

Leona Blanche House offers supportive housing and on-site medical and psychiatric care in the 
Bronx to 53 formerly homeless men and women living with mental illness.

Lease On Life places clients in their own apartments and provides the recovery and employment 
support they need to live in the community.

In Homes Now is a “housing first” program for chronically homeless men and women suffering 
from ongoing substance abuse. Clients receive their own apartments with counseling, medical 
care and support needed to begin recovery and stay housed.  

	

NINE EMPLOYMENT & SOCIAL PURPOSE SOLUTIONS

Next Step Employment Program helps men and women who have overcome addiction take the 
next step to independence. A fully-integrated progression of services helps clients prepare for, 
find and keep jobs and advance in competitive employment.

Education Program enhances clients’ employability by offering core education courses, GED 
preparation, ESL, effective communications, and computer courses.

Culinary Arts Training Program is a six-month program where clients learn basic food preparation 
and intern at corporate dining services. After graduation, they are placed in competitive jobs 
in the food industry.

Job Placement Program places clients in jobs for which they are suited with over 500 different 
employers. 

Money Management Workshops are designed to help clients achieve financial independence.  

Retention & Alumni Program provides clients with counseling and mentoring to help them stay 
on the job.

Job Links develops and places mentally ill individuals in competitive employment.  

Shamrock Construction gives clients work experience and executes facilities maintenance and 
graffiti removal throughout the city.

Comfort Foods Catering provides jobs for Culinary Arts graduates, high-end catering for parties, 
and low-cost, nutritious meals for non-profits.  
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$100,000 and above

Charina Endowment Fund

Ira W. DeCamp Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

New York State Health Foundation

Fred & Nancy Poses

Robin Hood Foundation

The Starr Foundation

Tiger Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999

Avon Foundation Breast Care Fund

Alan Belzer & Susan Martin

Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
   Greater NYC Foundation

Capital One Bank

$20,000 - $49,999

Lisa & Dick Cashin

Colleen Cavanaugh

Laura Chang & Arnie Chavkin

James S. Davidson &
   Lyn M. McHugh

Warren & Mitzi Eisenberg

Susan & Leonard Feinstein

Michael Field & Jeffrey Arnstein

Mary J. Hutchins Foundation

Mark Minter & 
   Judith Fishlow Minter

The New York Times Company 
   Foundation

Mary Lynn & Frederick Putney

Richmond County Savings Bank

Aaron Sosnick

$10,000 - $19,999

Abelow Family Foundation

The Barker Welfare Foundation

The Theodore H. Barth Foundation

Anita Friedman & Russell S. Berman

Evelyn Berry

Citigroup Foundation

Irwin & Janet Tweed Gusman

Joseph P. Mack

Midler Family Foundation

Neil & Shelly Mitchell

Morgan Stanley Foundation

Deanna M. Mulligan

Nan & Ed Perell

Paul H. Rich, Rothstein Kass

Matthew A. Rosen

Carl S. Rosoff

Amy Elizabeth Russo

Henry Schein, Inc.

Antonio Tedesco

$5,000 - $9,999

Dwight Anderson

Anonymous

Sandra Bass Atlas

Suzanne Henry Boies & 
   Stephen Boies

Broadway Cares/Equity Fights 
   AIDS, Inc.

Daniel & Estrellita Brodsky

Russell L. Carson

The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

Doris & Arthur Field

Financial Planning Association

Carol Graham

Marian S. Heiskell

JKW Foundation

Anthony S. Kendall

The Lambert Family

Gerald & Gunilla Morris

Henry B. Pennell, III

Rafaella Sportswear, Inc.

Claudia Rosen & Laura Friedman

Doree Duncan Seligmann, Ph.D.

Marc & Lori Silverman

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Stevens

The Sulzberger Foundation

Torrey Foundation

UnitedHealthcare / 
   Oxford Health Plans

Diana Collins & Townsend Weekes

$2,500-$4,999

Alan M. & Joan Taub Ades

Arcus Foundation

Frances Belzer-Reid & Robert Reid

Michael & Henny Billett

Helen T. Burns

Century Maintenance & Supply

Frank Crystal & Company

David Dechman & Michel Mercure

John M. Deutch

Tim Dressler

Rebecca & Marty Eisenberg

Debbie & Ron Eisenberg

Amy G. Feinstein

Debra & Jeffrey Feinstein

Richard & Carol Feinstein

Ron & Nancy Garret

Seth M. Glickenhaus

Eva Graham

Marianne L. Kerry

John F. Kidde Fund for Basic 
   Human Needs

Barbara & David Margolis

Judith & David Maron

Barbara R. Matas & 
   Martin Rosengarten

Thomas J. McCauley

Richard & Ronay Menschel

New York University
   Community Fund

Stephen W. Nislick & Linda Marcus

Partners International

Chris Puma

Judith & Donald Rechler 
   Foundation

Lori & John Reinsberg

Theodore C. Rogers

The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels 
   Foundation, Inc.

Eric & Randi Sellinger

Daniel & Lucyna Shefter

Bezalel & Dorit Solomon

Lillian & Jonathan Stern

Samuel & Sandra Wasserman

$1,000-$2,499 

Peter & Andrea Abruzzese

Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Alper

Barbara Annis

Mr. & Mrs. Anson M. Beard, Jr.

Toni & Seth Bernstein

George & Allison Birnbaum

The Brodsky Family Foundation

Buttonwood Real Estate

Cameron Foundation

Will Cavanagh & Carla Marino

Wai-Ling Chan & Duncan Murdoch

Michael R. Cooper, Esq.

Karen & Edward Crook

Jonathan R. Cruz

Debra & Jose Cruz

Donald W. Davis

Adelaide de Menil & 
   Edmund Carpenter

Kenneth P. Dressler

Anne & Alfred Elser

Emmanuel Baptist Church

Tom & Ellie Ference

Gerald J. Flannelly

Martin Fleisher & Andrea Bierstein

Louis Goldring

Henry Goldstein & Linda Broessel

JR Havlan & Ellen J. Thomas

The Heimbold Foundation

William S. Herman

Mark Hurwitz & Camilla Seth

Amy L. Johnson & Abhay D. Lele

Howard & Wilma Kaye

Garnett & Martha Keith

Kevin Kennedy

The Kibel Foundation, Inc.

Kevin & Phoebe Kline

Barbara D. Knox

Jason Lee & Alicia Cheng

Susan & Arthur Leeds

Martin L. Leibowitz

Honorable & 
   Mrs. Richard B. Lowe, III

Bill Martini

Paul & Margaret McCaffery

Dana D. McCarren

Michael J. McKiever

James McLaughlin, Convergent 
   Wealth Advisors

Thomas F. McWilliams

Vivian & Edward Merrin

John R. Muha II

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Parkins

Chuck & Angella Pol

Geoffrey Proulx

Larry Quinlan

Robert C. Quinlan

Herrick, Feinstein LLP

Jonathan & Jeannette Rosen

Marcella Rosen & Brian Lifsec

Peter & Laura Rothschild

Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Schotland

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Schupak

Roy Schwalbach

Our Contributors
We are pleased to acknowledge donors of $500 and above from 

July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008. Their generous support opens the door to 
recovery for homeless men & women.
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Mr. & Mrs. James E. Sierk

Stuart & Marcia Sindell

Nicholas Sklar

Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. 
   Steinmann, Jr.

United Way of New York City

Delores & Robert Viarengo 
   Charitable Fund

Steven Victorin & Neil Parker

Josh & Judy Weston

Jean M. Wilson

Ira & Shirley Yohalem

$500-$999

Jack & Ellen Alemany

William Ameringer

Anonymous

The Arbeiter Family

Willard N. Archie

Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Astorino

Leslie Bedford & Frank Upham

Mr. & Mrs. James J. Benenson, Jr.

Law Offices of Thomas Benigno

Joseph A. Bentz

Mr. & Mrs. Hans 
   Bertram-Nothnagel

Nathan Brown, M.D. Brown Co.

BT Americas Employees

Cassio A. Calil

Canon Business  
   Solutions-East, Inc.

Neil & Kathleen Chrisman

Nicholas & Dedie Coch

Ilan & Iris Cohen

Common Cents New York: P.S. 377 
   & P.S. 276

Bridget L. Cooke

Dena S. Cubbin

Garrett R. D’Alessandro

George & Mary Davis

Karen & Daniel Davis

Dial Industries

Alan Epstein, Hirschen Singer 
    & Epstein LLP

Alan S. Epstein, Epstein 
   Engineering, P.C.

Robert & Cherie Fieldman

Mr. & Mrs. Solomon J. Freedman

Claudia J. Gadsden

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Gallivan

Isaac Gardner

Louis Gary

Robert J. Gauch

David M. Gelman, 
   Gelman Pension Consulting

Donald J. Gordon

Frank & Judith Greenberg

Jay Gross

Jeffrey Gural 
   Newmark Knight Frank

Hedy Harman

E. Carol Hayles

Solomon & Nina Hurwitz

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Kacew

Robert & Roseanne Kennedy

Holly Kessler

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Kirshenbaum

Allison Koffman

Kramer Levin Naftalis & 
   Frankel LLP

Michael & Nicole Kubin

Kenneth S. Kuchin

A. Larovere Consulting, LLC

Robert & Irene Lee

Irene Levoy Foundation

Lovell Safety Management Co., LLC

Bud & Pat MacFarlane

Conan Magee

Rajat Malhotra

John P. McKeown

Craig Mitchell & Jeff Rothman

Robert R. Morgan, MD

Victoria A. Morrison

G. F. Mueden

Pamela Q. Munoz

Victoria Nastri

Kyle L. Nickens

David M. Nocenti

Claudia Oberweger

Irma Oestreicher

James Orphanides

Ilka Peck & Rick Reed

Ruth & Sam Perelson

Jonathan Ramsden

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Rosenthal

Melanie & Andrew Schaffran

Charles H. Schmitter

H. Schrier Co., Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin R. Seiden

Paul D. Selver, Esq.

Service Directions, Inc.

Nancy Shanik

Jill & Howard Sharfstein

Shelley’s Prime Meats

Pauline & Milton Sherman

Mr. & Mrs. David K. Sims

Michael & Laura Sirkin

Claudia Slacik

Judy & Todd Slotkin

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert L. Snyder

St. John’s University

Judith S. Steir

Blair & Preston Stuart

Jack R. Swain, III

David Swope

Patricia Troy

Jane H. Velez

Margo & Anthony Viscusi

Jack & Andree Welsh

Christie Williams & 
   Catherine Moffett

Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Winfield

New York City Department of Homeless Services

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

New York City Division of AIDS Services

New York State Office of Mental Health

New York State Office of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services

New York State Office of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals
    with Disabilities

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Our Public Funders
We are grateful for our partnerships with government agencies helping us deliver healthcare, addiction treatment, 
mental healthcare, job training, and housing to homeless New Yorkers.

Dana McCarren,  
donor since 1999

…I asked my local church 

for a good charity they 

might recommend, and  

the nun pointed out the 

window to the MedVan  

parked in front and said 

“How about Project  

Renewal. They help  

homeless men and 

women.” So I called 

for information, read  

the brochure and where 

the money goes, and 

started giving—that was almost 10 years ago. 

Giving to Project Renewal makes me feel  

better about myself, makes me feel part of a 

team. I’ve been blessed. I’ve enjoyed support in 

my life—from parents, schools, communities—

this is my chance to give back.  I’m helping 

others who have the potential but just need a 

helping hand…
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40th Anniversary Gala Chairs

Colleen Cavanaugh and Mark H. Minter

Gala Committee
Alicia Cheng
Anne Elser
Anita Friedman & Russell Berman
Brandl Frey
Joseph P. Mack

Jonathan Margolis
Paula Marks
Shelly & Neil Mitchell
Mary Lynn Putney
Carl S. Rosoff

Jenny Sharfstein
Blair Stuart
Sandra Wasserman

1-800-Mattress

Acanthus Chamber Orchestra

ACM Royal Limo

Agozar

Jim Anastasio

Kenth Andersson • New York

Anonymous Friends

Elizabeth Arden Red Door Spas

Ark Restaurants Corp.

Arrojo Studio

Artisanal Fromagerie & Bistro

Josh Balog

Bar Stuzzichini

Bed Bath & Beyond

Alan Belzer 

Robert Bodian, Mintz Levin Cohn 
   Ferris Glovsky & Popeo LLC

Douglas Boller

Daniel Bouley

Daniel Boulud

The Bowery Hotel

Bowlmor Lanes & Pressure

Steve Breen

Brooklyn Brewery

Tory Burch

buybuy Baby

CAMAJE Bistro and Lounge

Candle 79

Carlisle Collection

Colleen Cavanaugh

Chef Central

Chola Restaurant

The Colbert Report

Collegeboxes

Comfort Foods

Craftbar Restaurant

Karen & Edward Crook

Crumbs Bakeshop

Cullen

Leo Cullum

CW11 Morning News

da Umberto Restaurant

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart

Katherine & Paul Dalle Molle

Dawat—Haute Cuisine of India

Del Frisco’s Steak House

Dévi

Christian Dior Parfums

Cheri & David Dubner

El Parador Café

Equinox Fitness Club

Estiatorio Milos

Donald C. Farber

Frederic Fekkai

Beverly Feldman Shoes

Michael S. Field

Michael C. Fina

Ina Garten, Barefoot Contessa

Christopher Gbur

Edward I. Geffner

The Glazier Group

Carol Graham

Janet Tweed Gusman

The Harrison

C. Hugh Hildesley

Hilliard Farber & Co., Inc.

In Suede

Jordana Jaffe, live ORGANIZED

JetBlue Airways

Lianne Johnson Designs

Tanzie Johnson Pets

Josephina Restaurant

Michael Karkulowski

Anthony S. Kendall

La Palapa Cocina Mexicana

L’Absinthe Brasserie • Restaurant

Jean-Luc Le Dû

Longchamp USA

Lee Lorenz

Richard & Jane Lowe                   

Joseph P. Mack

Manhattan Theatre Club

Jonathan Margolis

Mary Lou Knits

Nina McLemore, LLC

Mei Chi Liquor

Douglas P. Moore, NY Croquet Club

Murray’s Cheese

Natsumi Restaurant, Bar & Lounge

New Jersey Nets

New York City Guitar School

New York Football Giants

New York Jets 

The New Yorker Cartoon Bank

Anthony Newton

OK! Magazine

Opera News Magazine

Origami Express

Outstanding Transport Inc.

Sarah Jessica Parker

Patina Restaurant Group

Joseph Pisarcik

The Place Restaurant & Bar

Donald J. Pliner

Chuck Pol

Porcão Rio’s Churrascaria

Port Royal Golf & Racquet Club

Project Renewal 

Mary Lynn & Frederick Putney

The River Room

Joan Rivers Worldwide Enterprises

Sondra Roberts

Roundabout Theatre Company

Sant Ambroeus

Raimund Serba

Mike Sheehan

Marc & Lori Silverman

Paul Smith, Inc.

Southampton Inn / Osa Restaurant

Spotlight Live

Steiner Sports Memorabilia, Inc.

Suba Restaurant & Tapas Bar

Tekserve

Telepan Restaurant

The Terrace Club

Ticketmaster

Thurgood

Laura Toole—Arbonne International 

Skincare

Richard Tucker Music Foundation

Turkish Kitchen

Union Square Hospitality Group

US Helicopter

Walker International

Mort Walker

Robin Weiss, Paint Your World

John E. Welsh, III

Ellen Page Wilson

Wine Library

Wines of Chile

Whim

SPECIAL EVENTS
The 40th Anniversary Gala Benefit & Auction raised $868,000 in 

June 2008. We extend sincere thanks to our generous auction prize 
and in-kind donors and volunteers.
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Chris Bellapianta
Alicia Cheng
Melissa Cohen
Alexandra DelPrete
Flora Endelman

Thomas Evrard
Kristin Fehrenbach
Brandl Frey
Jeffrey Kirshenbaum
Brian Kraut

Bastian Rose
David Rowley
Jenny Sharfstein
Anna Valeo

Junior Board Fall Ball

The Junior Board raises awareness about Project Renewal among young professionals in New York City.   
This year, they launched the Fall Ball, an evening of live music, DJ, dinner and dancing at Union Square Ballroom.  
Our thanks to Diageo for underwriting the beverages at the event. 

Junior Board

40th Anniversary Gala Volunteers

Ellyn Austin 
Douglas Boller
Malinda Boothe 
Rebecca Berman 
Anthony Cockcroft 
Dena Cubbin 
Emily Dorfman
Kim Feigenbaum
Alyssa Fichtenbaum 
Ramona Flood

Sarah Friend
Peggy Geiser 
Joanna Glassman
Will Gordon
Annelee Hansson 
Max Joseph
Nicole Kapner
Kyle Nickens
Noelle Kovary
Sarah Lamothe

Shari Lewin
Nicole Lombardi
Patricia McCarthy
Ann Moore
Victoria Nastri
Leah Pesso 
Donna Porat
Mary-Kathryn Roelofs 
Peter Rossow
Sue Sena 

Julie Slevin
Patrice Sokolowski
Gracey Stoddard 
Tracy Sweetbaum

Samir Arora
Colette Arredondo
Sari Brecher
Alicia Cheng
Jonathan Cohen
Melissa Cohen

Kayo Daimo
Jill Eisenpress
Ashley Harmeling
Kate Hendricks
Kelly Lappin
Hugh Leoni

William Martini
Laura Roche
Jason Rogowsky
Bastian Rose
Lauren Turner

Fall Ball 2007 Committee

Larry Quinlan, donor since 2004

…I found out about Project Renewal when a Trustee,  

Chuck Pol, invited me to a charity dinner he was hosting to 

benefit Project Renewal. I liked the whole concept. It’s old 

hat to give someone a handout on the street.  It’s more 

effective—it makes more sense—to give people a real 

hand-up so they can do what they need to do instead 

of waiting for the next handout. I’m a big believer in 

education. I support charities like United Way, United 

Negro College Fund, and Project Renewal because 

they’re all about self-help—about helping people 

make their own way forward.



Be Part of the Solution
Project Renewal relies on you to ensure homeless New Yorkers receive 
compassionate and professional care on their road to recovery. Here are some 
ways you can help.

Attend an event
Our annual Gala Benefit & Auction and Junior Board events raise funds in  
festive and informal evenings. Visit our web site’s What’s New section for dates  
and information.

Memorial or Tribute Gifts
Make a gift to Project Renewal in honor or in memory of a friend or loved one, 
to celebrate a milestone, wedding, anniversary or other significant event. Project 
Renewal will send an appropriate card to the person or family specified.

Alternative Holiday Gift
Give a meaningful gift to friends, associates, clients, or family. A personalized card 
will be sent by Project Renewal on behalf of the donor announcing that a gift was 
made in the recipient’s name.

Matching Gifts
If you are an employee, retiree, or board member of an organization with a 
matching gift program, you may be able to double your gift to Project Renewal. 
Ask your Human Resources Department for your company’s form and forward  
it to Project Renewal.

Sustaining Gifts
Your monthly gift to Project Renewal provides sustaining support for our programs 
and can be established conveniently through our on-line giving form or by calling 
the Development Office at 212-620-0340. Your gift will be charged to your credit 
card monthly.

Stock Gifts
A stock gift can reduce capital gains tax and result in a charitable deduction for 
the stock’s full, appreciated value. The Development Office will send stock transfer 
instructions to your broker or agent upon request.

Workplace Campaigns
If your place of employment conducts an annual charitable gift drive, you may  
designate Project Renewal to be the recipient of your payroll deduction gift.  
Project Renewal receives gifts through the Combined Charities Campaign,  
Combined Municipal Campaign, State Employees Federated Appeal, and United 
Way offices in many states.

For more information, please call Development Director Fenella Thornton at 
212-620-0340.  Or, visit our web site at www.projectrenewal.org



Board of Trustees

Mary Lynn Putney, Board Chair

Michael Field, Vice Chair

Bradley Abelow

Alan Belzer

Russell S. Berman

Suzanne Henry Boies

Colleen Cavanaugh

James S. Davidson

Anthony S. Kendall

The Hon. Richard B. Lowe, III

Joseph P. Mack

Daniel F. Marcus, MD

Mark H. Minter

Neil S. Mitchell

Nan Perell

Chuck Pol

Jules M. Ranz, MD

Paul H. Rich

Claudia Rosen

Carl Rosoff

Marc L. Silverman, Esq.

James W. Stevens

Caverly Stringer

Antonio Tedesco

Janet Tweed

Samuel M. Wasserman

Senior Staff

Edward I. Geffner, President & CEO

Mark Hurwitz, Deputy Director

Susan E. Canter, Esq., General Counsel

Stephanie Cowles, Associate Director for Addiction Services

Susan Dan, Associate Director for Mental Health Services

Roslynn Glicksman, MD, Medical Director

Elizabeth Kiernan, Associate Director for Quality Assurance

Steven Jones, Chief Financial Officer

Elizabeth Oudens, MD, Director of Psychiatric Services

Jason Shaplen, Associate Director for Employment Services
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FRONT COVER: clockwise starting top left

Senior Case Manager and former client Edna 
Sams celebrates her BA degree,earned while 
working at Project Renewal.

Culinary Arts Training Program students learning 
team work in our classroom kitchen.

Renewal Farm resident harvests organic greens.

Vanessa Taylor, Culinary Arts Training Program 
graduate.

Richard Vasquez, former shelter resident, tells 
his story in this report.

Edward Quinn, resident of Leona Blanche house. 

MedVan doctor examines a patient.
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